An audit of the management of malaria in a Tanzanian district hospital.
An audit of the management of falciparum malaria was carried out over a 12 month period in a north-west Tanzanian district hospital; 1494 patients were studied, 75% being children under 5 years. Chloroquine was effective in 1128 cases (79%), 68 patients died, of whom 64 were aged under 5 years; 30 of them died fewer than 2 d after admission; 14 had received quinine chemotherapy. Management can be improved by better diagnosis of anaemia and hypoglycaemia, changing the dose of injectable chloroquine, earlier use of quinine, and enabling doctors to see very ill patients earlier.